
Dwight D. Eisenhower , i-ggg C| 48 

There is no purpose and no plan being studied at -this time for 
sending any grain of any kind to Russia. 

Q. Jay G. Hayden, Detroit News: Mr. President, in connec- 
tion with this question of will you or won’t you run again, at a 
press conference some weeks ago you commented that it was a 
rather large question, and that some time when you had plenty 
of time at a press conference you would discuss, I believe you 
said, the pros and eons. 

Could we make a date with you, sir, to start in on that at the 
next press conference? [Laughter] 

the president. I would doubt at the next press conference — 
[laughter ] — but I’ll tell you: if we can have a complete morato- 
rium on it, I might make a date, let’s say, a year from today. 
[Laughter] 

Merriman Smith, United Press: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Eisenhower’s sixty- 10:32 to 11:04 o’clock on Wednes- 
second news conference was held in day morning, March 2, 1955. In 
the Executive Office Building from attendance: 188. 

48 § Letter to His Majesty Bao Dai, Chief of 
State of Viet-Nam. March 3, 1955 

[ Released March 3, 1955. Dated February 19, 1955 ] 

Y our Majesty: 

It might be of interest to you to learn firsthand of General 
Collins’ report to me and of our present views and policies con- 
cerning Viet-Nam. General Collins has just left to return to 
Saigon after a short period of consultations in Washington. I 
have discussed developments in Viet-Nam with him at some 
length. He has also talked with the Secretary of State and with 
our Congressional leaders. 

It is gratifying to leam from him of the distinct progress that 
is being made in Viet-Nam by Prime Minister Diem and the 
Government of Viet-Nam. General Collins believes that there 
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is a good chance that Viet-Nam can remain free if there is -con- 
tinued effective action on the Government’s programs. The 
Prime Minister’s announced programs of land reform and re- 
organization of the Armed Forces should, when fully carried 
out, further increase the stability and unity of the Government. 

The Government of the United States is vigorously opposed-to 
the forces of world Communism. We continue to support those 
aspirations of the people of Asia for independence, peace and 
prosperity. Accordingly, I have concurred in General Collins 5 
recommendation to continue and expand support for Free 
Viet-Nam. 

It is encouraging to me to know that Prime Minister Diem is 
making substantial progress. The United States Government 
intends to continue its support of his Government. 

Sincerely, 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 


note : Gen. J. Lawton -Collins acted 
as the President’s special represent- 
ative in Viet-Nam from November 2, 
1954, to May 14, 1955. 

On May ro a White House release 
stated that during General Collins’ 
special mission, which had been ex- 
tended at the request of Prime Min- 
ister Diem, he had assisted the Viet- 
namese Government in the prepara- 
tion and implementation of its eco- 


nomic, military, and social programs 
for the strengthening of Free Viet- 
Nam. The release added that Gen- 
eral Collins had successfully con- 
cluded arrangements under which 
the United States, at the request of 
the Government of Viet-Nam and 
with the agreement of the Govern- 
ment of France, had undertaken 
responsibility for the training of Viet- 
Nam national armed forces. 


49 *1 Statement by the President Concerning 

Offer of Food Supplies to Albania. March 4, 1955 

I HAVE ASKED the League of Red Cross Societies to convey to 
the appropriate authorities of Albania the desir^of the American 
people to-contribute from their food supplies to help alleviate the 
current food shortage in Albania. 



